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Climate Change . . . And the Big Gulp

Study: Human activity produces 

drought

NEW YORK, May 17 [2006] (UPI) -- Columbia 

University scientists have linked recent water 

shortages in the northeastern United States with 

human activities.

Researchers at The Earth Institute say the recent 

water emergencies in some northeastern states 

resulted from more than just dry weather. They 

found droughts had a more direct, human 

cause called demand - driven drought.



ñWe are creating 

scarcity. We 
are creating 
what we fear. ò

ïFrances Moore Lappe,
author of 15 books including the 

best-selling ñDiet for a Small 

Planetò and ñGetting a Gripò
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Domestic/Residential



Source: Sandra Postel and Amy Vickers, ñBoosting Water 

Productivity,ò State of the World 2004 (Worldwatch Institute) 



Water Use Averages Can Be Misleading:

Top Water Ab/Users

Dallas, TX - Single Family Residential Demand

Å10% of customers use 34% of water supplied

ï#1 highest user: 113,500 liters/day

ïAverage home: 1,500 liters/day

ïLower 50% homes: <700 liters/day



Source: http://www.us.kohler.com/



Lawn & Landscape Irrigation
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ñSmartòET/Weather Controllers, 
Soil Moisture Sensors, Rain Shut-offs

ÅñHow much water are we 
really going to save by 
putting a ósmartôcontroller on 
a dumb irrigation system?ò
ïirrigation industry executive

ÅñSmartòET weather controllers

ïSome increase water use!

Å Soil moisture sensor

ïBest for moist soil conditions

ïInstallation matters; 
consumer ready?

Å Rain shut-off performance 
problems

Univ. Florida/IFAS Plant Science Research Units, Citra and Gainesville, FL (Photos by Amy Vickers)





Source: SnowatHome.com, ñFirst Place Winnerò


