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The Technology Strategy Board

ÅAn armôs length executive body

ÅSponsored by the Department of Business, Innovation, 

and Skills (DBIS)

ÅWorking across government

Åin partnership with research councils, regional 

development agencies and the devolved administrations

ÅFocused on business innovation and 

the application of technology
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£1 billion investment 

over 3 years

The innovation climate

Challenge-led innovation

Technology-inspired

innovation

2008-9 2010-11
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Challenge-led innovation

Technology-inspired innovation

The innovation climate

Three themes
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Challenge-led innovation

Key application areas

Å Medicines & healthcare

Å Energy generation & supply

Å Transport

Å Environmental sustainability

Å Built environment

Å Creative industries

Å High value services
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Innovation Platforms: 

We have established Innovation Platforms in:

ÅIntelligent Transport Systems and Services

ÅNetwork Security

ÅLow Carbon Vehicles

ÅAssisted Living

ÅLow Impact Buildings

ÅDetection and Identification of 

Infectious Agents

ÅAgri-Food
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ÅAdvanced materials

ÅBioscience

ÅElectronics, photonics and 

electrical systems

ÅInformation and communication 

technologies

ÅHigh value manufacturing

ÅNanotechnology

Key technology areas
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ÅNational networks in a field of technology or 

business application

ÅFunded by the Technology Strategy Board

ÅBringing together business, research bodies and 

the finance community é

Åé to stimulate innovation through 

exchange of knowledge and expertise.

Total KTN members: over 25,000

Knowledge Transfer Networks
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ÅCollaborative R&D Competitions

ÅMicro/Nanotechnology Centres

ÅEUREKA / EU Framework Programme 

National Contact Points

ÅKnowledge Transfer Networks

ÅKnowledge Transfer Partnerships

ÅSmall Business Initiatives (SBRI)

How Technology Strategy Board delivers
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Technology Strategy Board

Water Initiatives 

ÅWe have a Resource Efficiency Strategy

ïConsiders water but has not addressed water 

issues significantly yet.

ÅEnvironmental Sustainability KTN

ïWith  significant water capability and networks

Å Low Impact houses Innovation Platform

ïSome view on water in houses, but no specific 

focus

ÅAgri-food Innovation Platform

ïWater interfaces

ÅCurrent initiative to evaluate future need to 

engage in water
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Innovation Platforms: 

Making the Case

ÅShould we have a Water Innovation 

Platform

ÅIf so, what would it seek to do?
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Innovation Platform

ÅA co-ordinated approach to stimulating innovation  

ïIt starts with a major policy and societal challenge

ï builds an understanding of how Government plans to use 

regulation, procurement and other measures to address a 

challenge

ï engages with business and the research community to identify 

appropriate responses and development needs

ï and then supports programmes that deliver innovative solutions 

to meet the challenge
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Adapted from. Paul Whitehead ïOxford University

Primary Pressures on Water

Water 
Security

Climate

Population

Ecosystems

Governance

Security

Public 
Health
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Societal Challenge Water

Initial high level view

To ensure that the water sector adapts to a changing climate with a 

growing population, in the UK and abroad. 

To develop the capacity to mitigate the extremes of floods and 

droughts whilst maintaining agreed service levels in the most 

sustainable way.  Is this right? Can we rephrase?

Å Qualitative elements ? 

ïFloods

ïDroughts

ïWater infrastructure

ïWater saving

ïEtc.

Å Quantitative elements?
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Government Departments and Initiatives

Å Defra

ï Lead department

ÅFloods and droughts bill

ÅWater Framework Directive

ÅCave review

ÅOfwat periodic reviews

ÅPitt review

ÅEnvironment Agency initiatives

ÅDECC

ÅUK CP 09

ÅDBIS

ÅUK business, home and abroad

ÅDCLG

ÅPPG 25 ...
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Is this a good time for investment?

ÅCave Review

ÅCouncil for Science and Technology Report

ÅPitt Review

ÅFloods Bill

ÅWater Industry Periodic Review 2014...

ÅWater Framework Directive

ÅUKCP09 ïAdaptation
ï Inland

ï Coastal

ÅOther reasons?
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Technology Strategy Board Criteria

ÅDoes the UK have the capability?

ïBusiness strength

ïScience, technology & academic strength

ÅIs there a large market opportunity?

ïGlobal market

ÅIs the idea ready?

ïWhen is an answer needed? 

ïHow near to market are the solutions?

ÅCan the Technology Strategy Board make a difference?
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How strong is the UK capability?

ïEnvironment Agency

ÅResearch and implementation

ïConsultants and Contractors

ÅUK and abroad

ïResearch Institutions

ïInsurance industry

ïSupply chain

ïLocal Authorities

ïOthers ?
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Outline Project Plan - Water

Å Develop initial plan ï Sept/Oct 2009 

Å Open dialogue with key individuals ï Oct/Nov2009

Å Internal scoping paper  - initial options ï Christmas 2009

Å Develop and cost Innovation Platform ï Jan/Feb 2010

Å Paper to TSB Board ï aim for Easter 2010

Å Go/no go or other options
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What happens after this workshop?

We will:

ÅListen to input from this 

and other workshops

ÅDecide if there is a case to be built -

and if so...

ïInvestigate the opportunity

ïMake recommendations to our Board

ïWork with the sector to do this


